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 Branch AGM and Committee 

 

Our Branch AGM provided an opportunity to 
express thanks to Ann Begbie, who stood down as 
our hard-working Events Coordinator while 
remaining on the Committee: that role passes to 
Kenneth Stewart who will combine it with his 
responsibility for liaising with St Andrew Societies 
around the world. The musical introduction trialled at 
our recent lunches will become a feature of the 
December one in celebration of its proximity to St 
Andrew's Day. There was discussion about the 
dilemma that while the evening lectures in 
September and March provide events at no further 
cost to members, turnout to them is poor compared 
to the lunches. It was decided for 2015/6 to trial 
replacement of these evening events by a seventh 
lunch in April.   
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At our final lunch of 
the winter season, 
Alastair Alexander told 

us how the mission of 
U-33 to strike at the 
Clyde in 1940 was 
halted when its 
engine-noise was 
detected by the new 

echo-detecting Sonar technology aboard HMS Gleaner on her 
patrol between Pladda and Ailsa Craig. Specialist divers seeking 

an Enigma machine following the discovery of its wheels in a 
German's pocket found the scuttled wreck easily because it was 
sitting on a shale-surfaced area of the seabed which was therefore 
seaweed-free. The salvage operation brought up rotors and other 
vital components, the first time that any parts of an Enigma 
machine had been recovered in wartime, and they were 
despatched in great secrecy to Bletchley Park for cracking of its 
codes by the intelligence boffins. 
 

 

For this year's Edinburgh 
Philosophical Institution 
Lecture the curator of 
Abbotsford Matthew 
Withey told us how Sir 

Walter Scott's legacy 
stayed intact until sisters 
Patricia and Jean Hope-
Scott died in 1996 and 
2004. Trustees then set 
about securing its sustainability by creating a visitor centre, shop 
and restaurant sitting low in the landscape of the House, which is 
now Grade A-listed with the Hope Scott Wing converted into a 
hotel. The ambience retains its shabby-chic lived-in look, with 

Scott's bust prominent in the study, the Byron Urn reinstated in the 
library and the armoury tastefully restored with its Celtic sword. 
The dining room which had not joined the public tour until the 
1960s has been lightened up, and an opportunity exists for 
sponsors to "save a shield" on the ceiling. 

!
After our AGM Jim Summers told us about the Scottish Railway 
Collection at Bo'ness underlying whose success was a continual 
struggle, not just of finding resources, but of conservation versus 
preservation or restoration, or not bothering at all. There was so 
much more to the operation than just steam engines,  and the fleet 

of classic carriages with which the Society operated its popular 
railtours needed maintenance and equipment to the same up-to-
date modern standards as those of main line railway companies. 
The Scottish Railway Preservation Society  had won an award for 
its recreation of the telegraph-pole route along its heritage  line - 
once a feature of the landscape and railways, only one such pole 
route remained in the entire country, and a whole somewhat 
intrepid profession of  telegraphic linesman was now nearly gone.  
 

 

 
 

At our Annual Dinner the 
Convenor of the Highland 
Branch Roy Pedersen told 
us how his father's career in 
harbour management gave 
him an interest in transport. 
The civil service in London 
proved to be not for him, so 

he immersed himself in 
learning Gaelic, spending 
much time at the British 

Museum creating and publishing the first Gaelic map of Scotland. 
Moving to Inverness and the Highlands and Islands Development 
Board (HIDB), he found a wonderful world which was helping 
transform its area into the dynamic region that it now is, moving 
Scotland’s centre of gravity northward. He wrote Pentland Hero about 

Andrew Banks whose unsubsidised ferry the Pentalina on the short 
crossing to Orkney now carries more traffic than the Northlink routes. 
This true account proved to be a ripping yarn, so he moved into 
fiction, introducing the character of Brother Richard whom he set in 
Galloway because he felt it to be a neglected part of Scotland. 

 
 

                               
Begun in 1786 on the initiative 
of the 4

th
 Duke of Atholl to 

establish cotton manufacturing, 
Stanley Mills which we we 
visited on our summer outing 
were founded on a peninsula 

formed by a hairpin bend in the 
Tay, the UK's fastest-flowing 
river, by Perth merchants with 
technical and financial support 
from Richard Arkrwright. 

People cleared to make way for sheep on the Atholl and Breadalbane 
estates were settled in the purpose-built village of Stanley and sent to 
Arkwright's pioneering water-powered mill at Cromford for training. As 

demands changed and technologies developed, buildings were 
added, adapted, expanded, destroyed by fire, rebuilt, shut down, 
reopened and demolished. Machinery came and went, powered 
initially by water wheels and latterly by electricity generated by water-
powered turbines on site. Indian independence lost a major export 
market, and with the market for cotton belting also in decline the final 
new venture was into acrylic fibres - but a management buyout in 
1979 was not enough to avert closure ten years later. In 1995 after a 

fire the site was bought by Historic Scotland, and thanks to grants 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund and a collaboration with the Phoenix 
Trust creating 39 private residences it has been possible to restore 
Stanley Mills to their present condition.  
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Up-date from Saltire HQ 
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It is with great sadness that we report the death on 24 June 

of Margaret Yellowlees, dear wife of our secretary John 
with whom she is seen here at their silver wedding 

celebration two years ago at Bo'ness. Tall and with an 

Aberdonian lilt that laced her pawky humour, Margaret was 

for a dozen years a weel-kent face at our lunches until 
infirmity began to take its toll.  We shall all miss her 

presence at Branch events and convey to John our deepest 

sympathy for his personal loss. 
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Branch Programme 2014 -2015 

 
Another very interesting list of events has been arranged for the Branch Autumn/Winter programme (…and a preview of 
Spring/Summer  2015...)  The lunches and lectures will take place, as customary, at the Royal Over-Seas League, 100 Princes 
Street, Edinburgh. Guest speakers will address us on a variety of stimulating topics which we hope will attract many members. 
The evening lectures are free but lunches must be booked and paid in advance. A separate booking form is enclosed with this 
newsletter.   Do come along and bring friends and guests with you! 
 

Evening Lecture                       7.30pm at the Royal Overseas League  (Free event – All welcome!..) 
Wednesday 24

th
 Sept 2014        Elspeth Smith on The Work of the Woodland Trust 

 
Lunches                                 12.30pm at the Royal Overseas League 

Saturday 4th Oct  2014              Harry Knox on Shale-mining in West Lothian 
Saturday 1st Nov 2014              Allan McLean on The story of Scottish brewing 
Saturday 6th Dec 2014              Don Martin on Chronicling Scottish local history 
Saturday 10th Jan 2015             Dr Nicholas Oddy on The History of cycling in Scotland 
Saturday 7th Feb 2015              Kenny Munro on Sculpting for Scotland 
Saturday 7th Mar 2015            Ian Forbes on The Treasures of the Blairs Museum 
 
EPIL Lecture                   7.30pm at the Royal Overseas League 

Wednesday 18th March 2015    Catherine Walker on The War Poets Collection at Craiglockhart 
 
Annual Dinner                          7.30pm at the Royal Overseas League 
Friday 1st May 2015                  Guest of Honour Roger Kelly, Saltire Society Vice President, on The Lost Garden of Penicuick 
 
Branch AGM                             7pm at the Royal Overseas League   
Friday 15th May 2015                followed by a lecture : Jamie Reid Baxter on Elisabeth Melville, Lady Culross 
                                                   

 
Summer outing – Saturday 6

th
 of June 2015 – Abbotsford (details and booking form in next newsletter) 

 
 

 

Saltire Society HQ Autumn Programme  

 
Annul General Meeting & Fletcher of Saltoun Awards Ceremony 
Saturday 20

th
 September 2014, Edinburgh City Chambers, 253 High Street, 11.30am & 2.00pm respectively 

Wigtown Book Festival 

26
th

 September – 5
th

 October 2014 
(on Saturday 4

th
 October 2014 Literary and Publisher of the Year Awards Shortlists announced) 

Annual Fletcher of Saltoun Lecture 
29

th
 September  2014, Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, time TBC 

“Saltire Celebrates”  
Saturday 29

th
 November 2014, Mitchell Library, North St, Glasgow, Time TBC 

 

Saltire Awards Ceremonies  

 
Fletcher of Saltoun Awards Ceremony 
(see above under AGM) 
Saltire Civil Engineering Award 
Wednesday 22

nd
 October 2014, 5pm, National Museum of Scotland, Chambers Street, Edinburgh, 5pm 

Saltire Literary Awards Ceremony 
Tuesday 11

th
 November 2014, Dynamic Earth, 112-116 Holyrood Gait, Edinburgh, Time TBC  

 

 
 
 

 
Editor:  Laura Scott, 33 Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh EH3 7RN – Tel.0131 2251038 

                                   e-mail:  scott.fiore@virgin.net 


